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Conventional wisdom is that happy people are the people that are grateful. However, the truth is, 

that grateful people are people that are happy. This is more than just a little word-play. This goes to 

the core of the way we live our lives. You have seen people that put off being thankful until some 

happiness standards are met may never become grateful. They focus on what they don’t have and 

are sad even though there are other things, maybe even wonderful things, that they do have but 

don’t appreciate.  

You have also met grateful people who are astonished by what has been given to them by God. 

They appreciate the life they have, even if it has challenges and difficulties. They pay attention to 

what gives them life and supports them and are thankful. This approach to life, which comes from a 

spirit of gratitude and humility, allows them to be happy.  

This is not some sort of Pollyanna life that denies hardship or loss. This is a life touched by God’s grace 

and mercy. This is a life that senses the strength of God where our own strength has expired. This is a 

life that knows comfort and community when it comes from God and God’s people. This is a life that 

recognizes that deep joy, sourced in God’s love, is better than happiness. This is a grateful spirit. 

Thanksgiving is a holiday that asks us to let that grateful spirit soar. It calls on us to be grateful for the 

things that cause us to be happy and it calls on us to be grateful for life and possibilities in the                 

midst of things that pull happiness from us. It calls us to exercise the grateful spirit that God                            

has placed in us. 

As in years past, we will join other congregations associated with the Eastside Ministerial Alliance in 

grateful worship on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 22, 7:00pm at Antioch Baptist Church, 

426 Sumner Street, Waterloo. This lively worship will lift our grateful hearts to God and offer God 

thanks for God’s own faithfulness and grace. Out of this gratitude and joy we may even discover 

many reasons for happiness. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF -  

WE MADE OUR GOAL   
We committed to putting 

together at least 500 LWR Kits, 

Blankets, and Quilts to 

commemorate the 500th 

Anniversary of the Protestant 

Reformation. We made 11 

blankets, 494 Kits, and 49 Quilts. 

554 gifts to people in need 

around the world. Thank you! 
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EVEYONE is invited to help pack LWR kits in the 

cross generational 

1:30pm,  

EVERYONE is invited to help pack LWR kits and 

quilts so they can be shipped. A pizza lunch will 

 QUILT ’N CRAFT  
Thursday, November 9, 7:00pm, at the 

home of Becky Anderson. Bring your 

own craft or learn a new one. All are 

welcome. 

NOVEMBER 

1-Sloppy Joes,  8-Spaghetti, 15-Pizza,  

22-No Meal; Thanksgiving Eve, 29-TBA 

We are in need of someone willing to prepare    

and serve a meal on November 29.  If you are                

able to help, please contact Heather, 

heather@bethlehemcf.net or 266-3541. 

Sunday, November 

12  following 11:00am           

w o r s h i p .  O v en s  

available at 10:00am. 

Everyone is welcome! 

*Note different day 

due to Harvest Dinner. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED November is 

Bethlehem’s month to help the residents of 

NewAldaya Lifescapes each Sunday 

morning pushing wheelchairs for residents to 

attend the 10:30am worship. Four or more 

people to help each Sunday morning would 

be greatly appreciated! If you are able to volunteer,  

plan to arrive outside the Chaplain's office by 9:40am.                      

A sign-up sheet is available on the Welcome Table in 

the Church Lobby. ??? Contact Marie Gregersen,                 

296-6875, or June Belz, 859-4258. 

COUNCIL ON SERVICE would like to 

thank all that helped with Community 

Meals on October 17th. 219 meal were 

served. Our next time to serve is  

December 19th.  

COUNCIL ON SERVICE CHRISTMAS PROJECT 

The stars will be out, starting November 20, for our 

annual Christmas project. Bethlehem members are 

encouraged to take a star and purchase gifts for 

area families in need. Items need to be returned by 

Sunday, December 10. If you would like us to do the               

shopping for you or if you would like to contribute 

funds for food baskets, cash donations can be                

made. Make checks out to Bethlehem,                           

with “Christmas Project” in the memo. We                    

spend more than $1,000 to fill the food                        

baskets each year. Bethlehem members always 

have been very generous                            

and have helped make 

Christmas happy for many 

families. Thank you! ??? Contact 

Becky Anderson, 830-7440 or  

Theresa Elverum, 277-3306 

HARVEST DINNER:  

“LUTHER-STYLE”  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER, 5. 
The Harvest Dinner has always 

been a time for Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church to say,                

“thank you” to everyone who 

participates in our ministries. The 

menu includes a Danish pork 

loin, side dishes, and lots of pie. The dinner takes place 

Sunday, November 5, with our program at 4:30 

followed by the meal at 5:30. You will find opportunities 

to help with the meal and to donate pies in the 

fellowship hall. 

This year we are doing the program “Luther-Style”, but 

for this event we are going to take some of the 

emphasis off from Martin Luther and include Katherine 

von Bora Luther, Martin’s wife. Katy Luther is a 

remarkable woman who had her own ministries as well 

as supporting those of her 

husband. She was a mother, 

brewer, gardener, and more. Patty 

den Beste from Sioux City, Iowa will 

share her understanding of this 

important reformer. We hope you 

will set aside this day for the 

Harvest Dinner: Luther-Style.  

A HEARTFUL THANKS  to everyone who 

helped me celebrate my 95th birthday in 

so many ways, It was deeply appreciated! 

- Freda Lovejoy.  

WEATHER ALERT Winter weather 

will be here soon.  As a reminder, if 

the Cedar Falls schools are closed 

or dismissed early on a Wednes-

day due to weather, all Wednes-

day night activities at the church 

will be cancelled. 
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A++ CONGREGATION 

Since Bethlehem is a congregation working toward getting to “the head of the class”, let’s meet the class. We 

have 16 Bethlehem youth planning to go to the ELCA 2018 Youth Gathering in Houston: Jackson Barth, Isaak 

Dengler, Lily Hermanson, Trenton Holden, Jill Kestner, Kelly Kestner, Sabrina Leistikow, Sam Lubs, Kallista Mohl, 

Alex Schmidt, Austin Schmidt Lakin Sheeley, Brenna Sorensen, Austin Sternhagen, Kaelyn Walker, and Kordel 

Walker. As we prepare for their big trip in July, please keep them in your prayers. Lord, we pray that these 

students build a special bond as a Gathering group, that they strengthen their faith through the Gathering 

Bible studies, that they grow in service to others as they prepare to help the Houston community through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

GATHERING FOR HOME – NOVEMBER 2017 

Beginning Prayer:  

God heard the cries of those without homes and 

that working for justice with and for people 

experiencing homelessness is doing God’s will and 

work in our world.  

Christians love does not provide ready-made, one-

size-fits-all solutions to the crisis, but the message 

calls Christians to work with those experiencing 

homelessness in their struggles and provides 

guidance as together we pursue just, appropriate, 

and sustainable solutions that uphold human 

dignity. In your name, we pray. Amen. 

God’s Story – Scripture 

Mark 5:1-9: Homelessness Insights 

Matthew 25:34-46, Food, Shelter, and Wellness: 

Moving to Action 
Discuss: 

What is the difference between labeling a person 

as “homeless” versus talking about a person as 

experiencing homelessness? 

How can this language be applied to other life 

circumstances? 

How does homelessness affect my life? 

Who in our community is experiencing 

homelessness? 

What efforts are we doing a as community to help 

end homelessness? 
Sending Prayer: 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus encountered and 

ministered to those who were experiencing 

homelessness. Those who were sick, lame, blind, 

mentally ill, discarded women, those experiencing 

extreme poverty. Those society shunned and cast 

out into the streets. Jesus 

himself experienced 

homelessness and was at 

the mercy of friends and 

followers to provide for 

his needs. God calls on 

us to provide homes with 

and for all humanity. 

May God bless you with 

and understanding of 

radical hospitality and a 

sense of home. Amen. 

ELCA 2018 YOUTH 

GATHERING                              

GROUP 

FUNDRAISING 
Casey'sPizza Cards: 

Youth will be selling 

$20 pizza punch 

cards to be used  

at participating 

Casey's gas 

stations. With the 

purchase of a 

Large Specialty 

pizza, you receive a 

free 1 topping medium pizza.  The punch card 

contains 10 punches. Each card is worth 

approximately a $100 savings ($10 per medium pizza) 

for the customer. The youth trip fund will receive 

$12.50 per card sold. If interested in helping sell cards 

or have questions, please contact Colette 

Sternhagen, csastern@gmail.com 

That’s My Pan: Youth Gathering participants will be 

selling items from That’s My Pan; engraved pans, 

cutting boards, utensils, and cups. Samples will be on 

the display in the Fellowship Hall. Turn in orders to a 

Youth Gathering participant. ??? Contact Mandy 

Welch, nursemw@hotmail.com 

Cook Book Sale: Cook Book Sale: Parents of our Youth 

Gathering students will be making a Bethlehem Cook 

Book. We want to include your favorite recipes, 

especially Danish and family favorites. Our hope is to 

have a recipe from each family in the congregation. 

Up to 5 recipes/family may be submitted. Please 

include recipe title, your name, category, and special 

information. Cookbook categories include: Bethlehem 

Favorites & Traditions; Gluten Free; Clean Eating; 

Crockpot; Appetizers, Beverages, & Dips; Soup & 

Salad; Breads & Rolls; Vegetables & Side Dishes; Main 

Dishes & Meats; Desserts; Cookies & Candies; 

Miscellaneous. Please submit recipes at 

BLCrecipes@gmail.com or in the marked area on the 

Welcome Table in the Church Lobby. Direct questions 

to Stephanie Conway. 
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We offer several opportunities for adults to engage 

the Bible and talk about God’s continuing work in 

our lives.  

Sunday Morning Bible Study takes place 

between morning worship services. Meet at 

10:00am in the Church Library. We are studying the 

Reformation. ??? Contact Pastor Gary, 266-3541. 

Friends in Faith meets Sunday, November 19, 

6:30pm in the Church Library. We will finish 

discussing: Luther and Katharina: A Novel of Love 

and Rebellion by Jody Hedlund. Bring a snack to 

share and a beverage. ??? Contact Linda 

Hedding, 464-7279. 

Adult Bible Study meets Tuesday, November 28, 

7:00pm in the Church’s Library. We have 

conversations a Rob Bell Bible Study. ??? Contact 

Pastor Gary, 266-3541. 

Men’s Bible Study Breakfast meets Saturday, 

November 18, 7:30am in the Church Fellowship Hall 

to study the gospel reading appointed for worship 

the next Sunday.  Join us for bagels, orange juice, 

and coffee while we study. ??? Contact Scott 

Davison, 486-6914. 

ANNUAL BETHLEHEM  

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
will be December 10, at the 

8:30am worship service.  Note the 

earlier date and time for this 

year!  Thank you to Ruth and Karen 

for taking on this great tradition. 

Plan to DANCE AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

December 17, 9:45am.  There will be no Sunday School 

Opening that day so ALL members 

can participate!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING this year 

will go to buy Bibles (and possibly 

books) for congregations affected by 

Hurricane Irma.  Thank you to Ethan 

Rea for  bringing this idea to us! 

BOOK BEAT… In November we are focusing on 

Thankfulness! Thank You For This Day is filled with action 

prayers, songs, and blessings to use every day for 

young children. Older children will enjoy Dear God, 

Thank You for Friends which answers some hard 

questions about friends, including being treated fairly 

and including everyone. Also for this age group is 

Thanksgiving, a Harvest Celebration, a picture book of 

Native Americans, Pilgrims, and the first Thanksgiving. 

Families will enjoy Thanksgiving: a Time to Remember, a 

book that will help families remember the past, 

recognize God’s hand in our history, and express 

thankfulness to him. It includes a CD of songs of 

worship. For adults and families, there is For Everything 

There is a Season: 75 Blessings for Daily Life, which 

transforms 75 ordinary events into sacred time with 

blessing rituals. Women will enjoy Soul Weavings: A 

Gathering of Women’s Prayers, a 

collection of writings by women of 

other times, places, and cultures 

that help us in our daily lives. 

Advent begins in December this 

year, so look for Advent resources 

at the end of November in the 

Devotional Resources table in the 

Narthex and library. 

FAITH AND LEARNING 

MISSION COUNCIL is 

looking for a person who 

loves children and values 

learning to serve as Chair of                        

the Mission Council. The 

Council meets the first 

Tuesday of the month at 

6:00pm. ??? Contact                

Lisa Newgard, 415-4204. 



UNIFIED GIVING THROUGH SEPTEMBER 

Income: $252,986.40 

Mission Plan: $271,632.00 

              ($18,645.60) 

2017 CONGREGATIONAL GOALS 

† Support an ongoing system of formation of faith 

for all ages through cross-generational 

community building. 

† Engage members in finding their places in 

congregational ministry. 

† Recognize and respond to community needs by 

expanding current community outreach 

involvement. 

† Commit to being inviting and hospitable. 

Young Adult  

& Campus Ministry  
Lutheran Student Center 

2616 College St., CF 

 
 

Pints of Grace  

Tuesdays, 7:00pm  

Pepper’s  

620 East 18th, CF 

Pints of Grace is a ministry 

with young adults, over 

18  years old, where 

f e l l o w s h i p  a n d 

conversations of faith are 

enjoyed. Come relax, 

enjoy a soda or beer, 

and gather together as 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  

 

LSC Worship 

Wednesdays 

8:30pm   

\ LSC Coffee 

House 

Enjoy f ree 

c o f f e e , 

s m o o t h i e s , 

cookies, music, 

and fellowship 

Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, 8:00pm at the 

LSC. ??? Contact Jon Fry, 

UNI LSC Campus Minister, 

lscuni@uni.edu, or visit 
www.lutheranstudentcenter.org 

 

**NOTE scheduled LSC 

m in i s t r ie s  w i l l  not                

meet the week of 

Thanksgiving break, 

November 20-24, but   will 

r e s u m e  t h e             

following week. 

DON’T FORGET ... 

Annual reports are due December 15. 

Please email them to Rachel,  

rachel@bethlehemcf.net. 

              DONATE NOW 

Use your smartphone to scan the  

QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org  

and click on “Give Online” 

underneath the Worship tab. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

319-226-3541 

office@bethlehemcf.net 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 

Pastor Gary Hedding 

319-464-7278, pastorgary@bethlehemcf.net 

Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation  

robin@bethlehemcf.net 

Rachel Storm - Office Manager 

rachel@bethlehemcf.net 

Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator  

CONTACT INFORMATION If you are moving, or if 

you have changed your phone number or email 

address, please contact 

the church, 266-3541 or 

office@bethlehemcf.net, 

so we can stay in touch 

with you. 

LSC FOOTBALL TAILGATE SATURDAY 

NOVEMBER 4, 9:00am-KICKOFF  

Join the LSC for a tailgate in the 

LSC parking lot, 2616 College St. for 

food, music, 

yard games, 

fe l lowship , 

and a raffle for some cool LSC 

gear! All are welcome!  
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Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 22, 7:00pm  

Antioch Baptist Church 

426 Sumner St, Waterloo 

Pastor Gary Hedding, preaching 
We will join other congregations associated with the                                                                    

Eastside Ministerial Alliance in grateful worship  

Sunday, 

November 5th  
We recognize All 

Saints’ Day  

During worship 
  

We will remember and 

celebrate those, both 

living and dead, who 

have guided us on our 

spiritual journeys  


